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Hay Walk 
on Thursday, September 4th, 2008 1-3 PM
at the Jack Welch Farm in

Charlotte Hall, Maryland

Come see the potential of
Forage Bermudagrass for Hay & Pasture

Its time to make lemonade out of a lemon!
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‘Mohawk’ Bermudagrass in the Drought of 2007 at Jack Welch’s

Most of our cool-season grasses in Southern Maryland have taken a beating from last year’s drought and are not all there for this year’s rains.  Just because it is green does not mean it will hold soil and nutrients or provide safe forage for horses.

Forage Bermudagrass:
· Tolerates long hot dry summers

· Produces more forage than cool-season grasses in hot dry conditions

· Great potential as a hay crop for the summer months

· Potential to heal itself without reseeding

· Can be overseeded to rye or ryegrass 

· Produces well on light, sandy soils 

· Healthy and versatile for horse operations when managed properly

· Good for use in sacrifice or dry lot areas

The Welch Farm has a large demonstration planting of bermudagrass that has been managed for hay. We will have a walking tour of the seven varieties (3 sprigged planted and 4 seeded) and an open discussion on selecting the right site to manage bermudagrass, its best use, and what the Maryland Grazing Land Conservation Initiative (GLCI) demonstration plantings tell us about its potential in Maryland.  

We will discuss all phases of a managed site selection, improved single variety selection, establishment, and management for hay or pasture in Maryland.

We will also discuss the value of bermudagrass for erosion and manure nutrient management, as it relates to increasing concerns about the impact of horse pastures on the Chesapeake Bay.

If you plan to attend, please contact the Charles Soil Conservation District at 301-934-9588 ext. 3, so we can provide adequate free handout information.  See directions on the map below.

Directions & map to Welch Farm from La Plata (Charles County)
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Directions & map to Welch Farm from Charlotte Hall (St. Mary’s County)
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All participating organizations are equal opportunity employers and providers. 
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